TEACHING BRITISH VALUES POLICY
Promoting British Values at Ghyllside Primary School

At Ghyllside School everything we do is designed to work towards the fulfilment of our school vision. Our vision is:

Ghyllside School Vision and Values

'For every child to fulfil their potential, leaving Ghyllside happy, confident and kind to all’

Our Mission: Ghyllside Primary School — Growing Hearts and Minds

Our Values: Inspiring Healthy Inclusive Nurturing Experiences

We feel that this is in line with our need to teach British Values which in many instances can be linked directly to these skills and
attributes. (Please see appendix 1 for our British Values Poster.)

The DfE have recently reinforced the need “to create and enforce a clear and rigorous expectation on all schools to promote the
fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different
faiths and beliefs.”

The Government set out its definition of British values in the 2011 Prevent Strategy. At Ghyllside, these values are reinforced
regularly and in the following ways:



Democracy

Each year, the children decide upon their class rules and the rights associated with these.

We have a school council which meets every month to discuss issues raised in class council meetings. The council has its own
budget and is genuinely able to effect change within the school. The council also attends meetings run by the local secondary
school, fundraises and makes decisions about how to spend the money. The Council also runs various national competitions for the
children in the school. Each child on the student council is voted in by their class. Children have questionnaires where they are
able to put forward their views about the school.

The Rule of Law

The importance of laws, whether they are those that govern the class, the school, or the country, are consistently reinforced at
Ghyliside. Pupils are taught from an early age the rules of the school. Pupils are taught the value and reasons behind rules and
laws, that they govern and protect us, the responsibilities that this involves and the consequences when laws are broken. They are
consistently reinforced throughout regular school days, as well as when dealing with behaviour and through school assemblies.
Visits from community partners such as the Police and Fire Service help reinforce this message.

Individual Liberty

At Ghyllside, pupils are actively encouraged to make choices, knowing that they are in a safe and supportive environment. As a
school we educate and provide boundaries for young pupils to make informed choices, through a safe environment and an
empowering education. They are encouraged to know, understand and exercise their rights and personal freedoms and advised
how to exercise these safely, for example through our eSafety and PSHE lessons. Children are also given the freedom to make
choices to participate in our numerous extra-curricular clubs and opportunities.

Mutual Respect

Mutual respect is at the heart of our values. Children learn that their behaviours have an effect on their own rights and those of
others. All members of the school community treat each other with respect. This fits in with our Assembly topics and is reiterated
through our classroom and learning rules, as well as our behaviour policy.

Tolerance of those of Different Faiths and Beliefs

We actively promote diversity through our celebrations of different faiths and cultures. Religious Education lessons and PSHE
lessons reinforce messages of tolerance and respect for others. This is achieved through enhancing pupils understanding of their
place in a culturally diverse society and by giving them opportunities to experience such diversity. Assemblies and discussions
involving prejudices and prejudice-based bullying have been followed and supported by learning in RE and PSHE.



Whenever these activities are undertaken in school we always link back to the values illustrated on our British Values poster.
These posters are displayed in every classroom around school. Staff also take opportunities as they present themselves in their
teaching to link back to our British Values. These opportunities may be in class lessons, on curriculum trips or in extracurricular

activities.
Promotion of British Values at Ghyllside School
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Rules and values
of different
faiths

Police visits
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